
SUNWEST WAKE CAMP 2016 
Kids from Pasco County learned ride at the very first SunWest Park Wake Camp  

HUDSON, FL - JULY 11-15TH  —  SunWest Park is excited to announce the first week of 
summer camp was a great success!  Campers from Pasco County showed up each day to 
learn how to wakeboard and to learn important life skills. 

The mission of the staff at SunWest Park, Inc. is to serve the community by building leaders 
that empower youth and strengthen families.  We accomplish this by teaching truth, values, 
and character, all through outdoor sports and recreation.  While only having been open for 
a little over a year, SunWest has already been able to realize the goals of their mission 
statement through this first week of camp.  The first things campers did on Monday 
morning was create a Social Contract, or an agreement on how they were going to treat 
one another.  The Social Contract included words such as forgiveness, kindness, respectful, 
and responsible.  Each day, the counselors looked for real-life examples of the campers 
exemplifying these traits and affirmed the traits in the campers, and a camp counselor 
wrapped up camp each day with a short talk focusing on one of the character traits. 

In addition to learning valuable life skills, campers also spent a lot of time learning how to 
ride.  Using the wakeboard cable system, counselors trained and experienced in 
wakeboarding were able to provide one-on-one coaching to help campers progress in the 
sport.  Some campers came not even knowing how to put a board on, while others could 
already get up and go.  By the end of the week, though, all the campers were able to ride 
laps up and down the cable.  One camper said, “This camp made me feel like I could be 
athletic too.  [The counselors] all helped in some way to calm my fear of the water.  If you ask me 
this is the best camp in existence!” 

While the 8-13 year old campers waited their 
turn to ride on the wakeboard cable system, 
they got to spend tons of time on our Aqua 
Park.  Playing games like hide-and-go-seek 
or Octopus Tag were a hit with the campers 
AND counselors.  Once they were worn out 
from the Aqua Park, campers could paddle 
around the lake on a kayak or paddleboard.  
Campers also got to watch two demo rides: 
professional wakeskater Jen GilanFarr 
strutted her stuff on Tuesday, while semi-pro 
and Ronix Team Rider Austin Runman of 
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New Port Richey, FL did a few laps on Friday and showed the kids how to do a back flip off 
the ramp.  

One parent said, “I wanted to take a moment 
to tell you that Midge and Dan had an amazing 
time at camp this week.  On the first day, Dan 
was already making plans to return next 
summer… He said to me, ‘When you go to wake 
camp, every day is the best day of your life.’ 
Midge was nervous about the water… the 
counselors had the magic words that gave her 
the confidence she needed.  She felt the love 
and was willing to take risks!  When asked if 
camp made an impact on her, she said this 
experience made her realize that she can be an 
athlete, too” 

SunWest Park would especially like to thank our Community Fence Sponsors, who made 
camper scholarships possible.  Our goal is to scholarship kids who would otherwise not 
have an opportunity to spend a week at wake camp!  Thank you to Psetas, Moore & Tetlow, 
P.A., Bear Creek Nursing Center, Family Chiropractic, R.J. Kielty Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, 
and 72Hr Print. 

We can’t wait to host more wakeboard sessions this summer and several weeks of wake 
camp in 2017.  To receive information for remaining sessions this summer and for next 
year, including early bird specials and discounts, complete an interest form on our website: 
www.sunwestpark.com. 
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